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al activity of a country to changing conditions of demand is necessary for the
prosperity of the agriculturist. Difficulties of such adjustment in a country of the
size of India are evident. Adaptation to changing needs of the market will be im-
possible of accomplishment without the acquisition and maintenance up tod ate of all
relevant information.

MARKETING OP  AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE

Another problem of even greater practical importance to the agriculturist is the
marketing of his produce to the best advantage. This subject was also discussed in
the Provincial Economic Conference where there was general agreement that an
intensive programme to develop marketing facilities for agricultural products ofiered
the best immediate prospect of substantial results. The matter has been under close
examination since the Economic Conference concluded. With the help of the
marketing expert, who recently joined the staff of the Imperial Council of Agri-
cultural Research, a programme of work has been drawn up, which, it is hoped,
will very shortly be initiated.

RANGE OF MARKETING ACTIVITIES MUST BE WIDE

Experience gained elsewhere shows that the range of marketing activities ^ must
be wide. It must, for example, include the organization of an efficient intelligence
service in external markets regarding Indian products and the requirements of con-
sumers, both abroad and in this country. An efficient marketing organization must
also ensure the grading, sorting and bulking of the main staple products and the
establishment and development of regulated markets in India. The first task is the
undertaking of market surveys for the purpose of ascertaining the data on which
future developments can, be planned. The initial step, therefore, will be to obtain
and set out in detail the present system of marketing the more important commo-
dities, such as wheat and rice, oil seeds plantation and special crops, e. g. tobacco
and fruit as also dairy products in which term I include livestock. This survey
will be carried out not only in each of the provinces separately, but also deal with
inter-provincial, inter-state and foreign trade so as to provide an all-India picture
of existing conditions and a common basis for future progress. The report on each
survey will set out in precise technical detail definite suggestions regarding market-
ing organisation with a view to improving existing conditions in the interests of
producers. The work connected with the execution of these surveys will be shared
between the central and provincial marketing staffs; but it is the intention of my
Government that at least in the initial stages the cost should be met from central
revenues so that the urgent task of acertaining the data and formulating a co-or-
dinated plan of marketing organization should not be delayed by reason of the
inability of one or more provinces to meet the cost of such investigations. The
question as to how the cost of the various organizations and activities resulting from
these surveys should be met will be one of the future consideration on the basis
of the benefits expected from the plans that may be adopted.

FINANCIAL POSITION OF RAILWAYS

I should like also at this stage to make a brief reference to the financial position
of our railways. This, as you are aware, has not been all that could have been
desired during the past two or three years, though in comparison with most other
countries throughout the world we may be said to have escaped lightly. The situa-
tion this financial year shows much better prospects. Our earnings are better by over
Rs. one and three-fourth crores than they were for the same period of last year.
In the nature of things we may expect setbacks, but I am optimistic enough to
think that these, if any, will be temporary and that the increased prosperity of our
railways is at least an indication of a general revival of trade and commerce through-
out the country.

OPENING OF VIZAGAPATAM: HARBOUR

As you are no doubt aware I had the privilege of performing the formal opening cere-
mony on December 19 last of the Vizagapatara harbour. The development of the harbour
has been proceeding steadily and with the improved facilities, which it is the constant aim
of the administration to provide, it will, it is hoped, be possible in the not very distant
future, to open the harbour to vessels of much larger dimensions than can be acco-
mmodated at present. There has already been a substantial increase both in the